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The talking buildings challenge

Give o voice to o building in ) steps

frame
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observe::h | E? -
H EEE
O What should | do?
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1. VIsit a cultural heritage building
you feel connected to

This building wants to say something
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2. Observe its facade, its details.
Can you enter inside?

tough
look l— smell
"L'h | listen =l
H EEE

Using all the senses, except taste!
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3. Frame an object or an area
inside or outside

What attracts your attention?
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You!




4. Narrate a story or a thought
from the building's perspective

So, imagine you are me!
H EER

And the real me, what will do?

*film me aond speok over like it is me talking I_LL.':]




Record my story ond share it!

Wait, | need some inspiration first




Not a new Ided!
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If Buildings Could Talk ...

... some of them would sound like Shakespeare.
Others would speak like the Financial Times,
yet others would praise God, or Allah.

Some would just whisper,

Buildings are like people, in fact.
0ld and young, male and female,
ugly and beautiful, fat and skinny,

Don't get me wrong: this is not a metaphor,
Buildings DO speak to us!

They have messages. Of course.

Some really WANT a constant dialogue with us.
Some rather listen carefully first.

Wim Wenders

Rolex Learning Center, Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (CH)



The parliament of things

What if we welcomed
all animals, plonts and
things into our Parliament?

What would the argument of the
cod, algae or Gulf Stream be?

What positions would the
trees take and what future
would oil see for itself?

Bruno Latour
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Even A Brick Wants To Be Something

If you think of Brick, you say to Brick,
'What do you want, Brick?'

And Brick says to you,

I like an Arch.’

And if you say to Brick,

'Look, arches are expensive,

and | can use a concrete lintel over you.
What do you think of that, Brick?"

Brick says, 'l like an Arch.'

And it's important, you see, that you honor the material that you use. ...

You can only do it if you honor the brick and glorify the brick instead of shortchanging it.

Louis Kahn



Inspiration
Who?

Who talks through the
building?
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Famous Architects Dress as Their Famous New York City Buildings (1931)
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Who talks?

The

residents
?

sincere




Who talks?

APERATURES FeR

-I-h | 1598-2887 WERE THE WARMEST ON RECORS.
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activists
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Who talks?

The

owners
7




Who talks?

The
artists
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Who talks?
The

Nature
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S I n c e re building stories Conversatios ith the historic buildimj of Rhodes, Photo,; Maria Bakari




Who talks?

The

History
5
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S I n c e re building stories Conversations with the historic buildings of Rhodes, Photo; Maria Bakari




Who talks?

The

technology
?
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Who talks?

The
users
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Who talks?
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Who talks?

The
visitors
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Who talks?

The
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Who talks?

The

media
?
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Who talks?

Slncere building stories




Who talks?

We, the
materials

Slncere building stories




How can a building
talk?




Voice over

= So, my best time is about to come.

0:43 /0:49




Creative writing
KI | AN

TA KTIiPIA

el
130. Taxuépopsto P660

& oV eroy}. Ntodo TN £VTOVO 10 181 00 )
Karoxapdte, HayemH v? ouc pov. AN eV gfvat avtbg 0 A6yog tioy qyq.
va TOPOVEL oyd otyd TovS T,o Xat { akobw TtdAL a\mﬁ ™mv Tpayouﬁw’tﬁ Wd’m"]
w6 o xahokatpt. To aYOT® Y‘v epcbva, Ta vraud. KaroxaiptdZet kai 1o v
yAdo0a IOV T600 {0V )\sf"g):‘;efa Trahdg frav o Snptovpyds pov, Itakof kay
yeuilet Ttahovg TOVPLoTES: . dx):mva\’ TioMéG QOpPEG Kat tpayovdoloay ral-
Ol'k'o&')pm oo e iﬁo::- sttsc ouypéc... Axépa ovykvodpat dtav akoto 1
K«g gmol:) xﬁi?ﬁé mX(rté}la xavevég Itakod ovvtaglovyov ovpioTa ov mlti-
uéver vriopoveTkd va ayopdoet ypappatéonpa yia va otefiet g Kafln-noo’mx
Tov, ApVOGHEVOS TIELGPATIKG Va vrokbysel oV TEXVOAOYia ™ms £TOYG Kal 6T0
Buadlicro. AvoTuydg, TIAVLo A, OUOAOYA.

Mn pe mapefnyoete Gpog. Aatpedo Tov TTOo Pov Kat Ty eNvik] yAdooa.
Aev Ba Eeydon Toté T otypég o énoa ™y npépa g Evoepdteons pe
Elréda. Koopomhnppdpa, mavnyvpiopof, yéha, kAdpata, ovykivion, xopo.-
Ayamé avté Tov nlibhovoto 6o e T Spocept| Bddacoa Kkat Tovg Learol v

Bpémous. AmhGs yalovyrifnia pe dlha akodopata kat 660 yepve Ta voorahid
mob kai mob, Timote GM\o... :

MIAOYZIAN...

AT

HETQATUGLCHN et Eoa
TOU NPoYPaRaToc
ArsstoverieH MpaeH

BasiarkH Mapa!

If buildings could talk, Kedros editions



Facade art
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Installation on the facade of Place des Arts, Montreal, Quebec, 2014 by Krzysztof Wodiczko.



Soundscapes

Screenshot from the film The Prison of History (2023)



From talking buildings to
Citizen Science:
o concrete example (part 1)




Heritage in Dlalogue (an lnsplrlng event)

Neoclassical school aka "Antiye"

because SINCERE also visited us this month.




Heritage in Dialogue (an inspiring event)
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Her:tuge In Dlalogue (an lnsplrlng event]
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but if we look at the sustainability aspects of my existence




Moving to the ground (of Rhodes)
1. engaging with local actors
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Moving to the ground (of Rhodes)

2. Inviting citizens

H POAIAKH=

ENIKAIPOTHTA AZTYNOMIKO - AIKAITIKO TOYPIEMOX MOAITIKH AOAHTIKA MOAITIZMOEX

Napaokeur 310 1.2020 1815

BpaBcio MNepiBaAAovTikng Evuaiobnoiag sarornes0s
«OIKOMOAIX 2019» oTo Padiodpwvo

«Auxvapi»

E Rodiaki NewsRoom




Moving to the ground (of Rhodes)
3. collecting building voices

> UVOUIAWVTAC HE TA
lotopikd Ktipta tng P6dou
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Moving to the ground (of Rhodes)

4. opening up the network of stakeholders

> UVOUIADVTAC YE T
lotopikd Ktipia tng Pé6Sou
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ZuvopIAwvTog Me T loTopikd Kripia Tng Podou

@ Public group - 223 members
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&~ Nikitas Fasoulakis
6 Juneat17:54 . @
Ze KOmAgW Kol VIKBw va pe TIAOK@VEL Eva BApog. AV Kol eicon OEaTpo,

EBviko, dev pou wiBupileig moAmaopo, pou ¢ wvalels BopBapornra. H
CIPXITEKTOVIKN) GOU, OTIBOPH, AMOAUTH, TTOU TTPOCTIOBE!, £0TW KW HIKE,

vax ovadeifel To aToixeio TG SUvapng Tou PaoiopoU, Pe TPOPATE! OKOPO.

Eivon To ApxITexTovikO GaoIoTIKO Gou ETUA, TTOU oVTaVOKAX TIG 158G
Tou Mouoohivi, cuyx@veuan Kpdmoug kol eEoudiag ae gvav OYKo
EMIBANTIKOG, TIOU BeV BPrVEI X W PO YIot epeva. Aev sival povo n poper|
oou, fTAV Kol TO K... See more
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agpopouce oTa Boroohwta TG Podou.
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ouTo To BEAW ExpPAZOVTO.

ODF You, Nicos Chaviaras, Maria Bakari and 9 others 1@

Maria Bakari is with Nicos Chaviaras.
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Moving to the ground (of Rhodes)
5. engaging the community




talkingbuildings.net is born!

= #TalkingBuildings \
Play

EEENE The talking buildings game is now launched i
1111 & sINCERE, 20th Jun 2025 s
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Enter the talking buildings world s
New web site from the SINCERE project -

#EuropeonHeritogeDoys
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L | want a 2nd life #TalkingBuildings
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#talkingbuildingsgame #sincere-project
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A hub: not only talking buildings content but also guidelines,
knowledge exchange, inspiration



building-stories.net Is next ...

i building stories

@ABOUT &

o —

The SINCERE group visited Everytime my face is

us and thanks to the rain we replaced by another
were for once used as real material. I like to change but
casetas, protecting humans sometimes I am sad

from nature. We are happy.
October 30, 2024 / Algete Story

building-stories

( sincere-project | algete ]

October 4, 2024 / Algete Story
( building-stories ][ algete ]

Did you know that
buildings con talk?

Join in and share the story
with us. Your input will
appear here on this
platform. Read more >

August 30, 2024 / SINCERE blog

I will tell you my story, it
started many years ago here
in Rhodes Greece

August 4, 2024 / Rhodes Story

building-stories

[ sincere-project ][ rhodes ]

Voula Nikolaidou is the
conservator of art pieces and
she struggles to save the
precious pieces of art
hanging on me, because of
tight deadlines and budget
constraints

August 4, 2024 / Rhodes Story
[ sincere-project J[ people ]

August 4, 2024 / Rhodes Story

building-stories

[ sincere-project J( rhodes ]

take care of us, they are very
nice and careful.

August 4, 2024 / Algete Story
( sincere-project [ algete |

The SINCERE group visited

us and they were impressed
from my furnaces and even

The School.

August 4, 2024 / Ostrava Story
[ sincere-project ][ people ]




talkingbuildings.net

Buildings can talk!
And you can be part of the discussion*

| want a second life!

00

*You can give a voice to a building of your choice, or listen to what
other buildings have to say. Start here: talkingbuildings.net =]

The impersonation of buildings and other inanimate
objects is not a new idea. NetHood conceived the
TalkingBuildings method as a community engage-
ment tool, inspired by Bruno Latour, Wim Wenders
and Louis Kahn, among others. In the SINCERE pro-
ject, TalkingBuildings provides the transdisciplinary

instgram and tik tok: @talkingbuildingsnet
Facebook group: TolkingBuildingsNet

S
SYNERGY

ECOWEEK "ﬂ

framework within wider participatory processes
for the sustainable renovation of cultural heritage
buildings. Key NetHood collaboratorsinthe methodo-
logy’s design and implementation in local processes
have been Synergy Rhodes, ECOWEEK, and IG See-
bahnhdfe retten, See https://nethood.org/studio/

NetHood SINCere
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